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Summary of commands used in this lecture

Command Meaning
touch Used to create an empty file or update the timestamp of a file
Is List items in current directory
rm Used to remove a file/directory




e As in the previous lectures all commands provided in BOLD and center aligned from

here onwards are commands that can be typed/executed directly in a terminal.

e Let us create several files called testl.txt, test2.txt, test3.txt, test4.dat and test5.dat:

touch testl.txt test2.txt test3.txt test4.dat testS.dat
Is
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~$ touch testl.txt test2.txt test3.txt testd4.dat test5.dat
~$ 1s

Linux.term testl.txt test2.txt test3.txt testd4.dat test5.dat
e You will notice that it is possible to create multiple files using a single touch command

as opposed to having a separate command for the creation of each file.

e Say we wish to remove the files that end with .dat:
rm test4.dat testS.dat
Is

touch test4.dat testS.dat

*d
rm *.dat
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~$ rm testd.dat test5.dat

~$ 1s

Linux.term testl.txt test2.txt test3.txt

~$ touch test4.dat test5.dat

~$ 1s

Linux.term testl.txt test2.txt test3.txt testd.dat test5.dat
~$ rm *.dat

~$ 1s

Linux.term testl.txt test2.txt test3.txt

~$ I



e One way to remove the files would be to type out the names of each file after the rm
command.
Since I removed the files test4.dat and testS.dat I need to recreate them using touch.
What if we have 100’s or even 1000’s of .dat files it will take a considerable amount
of time to type each name out, so to save time we can make use of the * character. This
is used as a placeholder and represents any text/character that might appear before the

.dat extension.

e Wildcards can be used anyway and do not only need to be used for filenames that appear
before an extension.

If we wish to remove test2.txt by making use of wildcards:

rm *2%*
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$ rm *2*

Linux.term testl.txt test3.txt
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e The above remove command will remove all files that contain the number 2 irrespective
of what comes before or after the number. In this case it is only test2.txt that meets the

criterion and hence this gets removed.

¢ Finally, we want to remove all files that start with test and end with .txt, but we are not
concerned with the number that appears between them:
rm test*.txt

Is
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~$ rm test*.txt
~$ 1s
Linux.term
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e The command above removes the remaining test files (testl.txt and test3.txt).

e This brings us to the end of Wildcards.

e At this point you should give Exercise 3 a try.



