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Connecting to CHPC

Summary: 

Gives an outline of the different tools that can be used to access the CHPC 
cluster from Windows, Linux and MacOS operating systems. An example 
showing how to login to the cluster is also provided. 
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1 Operating Systems

1.1 Microsoft Windows

To gain access to a Linux terminal environment in Windows you need to make use of
a tool called MobaXterm. This can be obtained from the link below:
MobaXterm Xserver with SSH, telnet, RDP, VNC and X11 - Home Edition (mobatek.net)
Ensure that you make use of the Installer edition. 

Once the application is downloaded you need to extract the zip file, by right clicking
on the file and choosing Extract All…:
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Ensure the Show extracted files when complete is ticked. Then click on Extract:

You should be redirected to a new folder which contains the extracted files. 
Install the application via the .msi file that is contained in the new folder:
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Once the installation is complete you should be able to open MobaXterm and see
something that looks like:

Click on Start local terminal and you should have a screen that looks like:
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1.2 Linux

Click on the Menu at the bottom left of your screen and search for terminal:
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1.3 MacOS

Click on your launchpad:

Then search for terminal:
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2 Logging in
From here onwards all commands used can be done in MobaXterm, Linux or MacOS
terminals.

Now we are ready to login to the cluster.

Example:

ssh username@lengau.chpc.ac.za

Replace username with your cluster username which would have been created when 
you signed up for an account and were added to a research programme. 
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You will be asked for your password once you execute the command (it can happen 
that nothing displays when you are typing your password, but the terminal is taking 

every keystroke as you type it).
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MobaXterm users will see a pop up when you login to the cluster for the first time.

Selecting Yes will ensure that you do NOT need to keep entering your password whenever you 
ssh to the cluster, however this should only be done if you are using a machine that no one 
else makes use of.

If you see the following, then you have successfully logged in.

Now that you have successfully logged into the cluster, we will move onto what you as
a user will see when you are on the machine. This shall be covered in the next section
(CHPC System: The Users view).

Page 10 of 10


	Summary:
	1 Operating Systems
	1.1 Microsoft Windows
	1.2 Linux
	1.3 MacOS

	2 Logging in

